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THE SPECIAL CASE OF RELATIVITY 

Bertrand R u s s e l l  c a l l e d  t h e  S p e c i a l  Case of R e l a t i v i t y  a mathe- 

m a t i c a l  gimmick. Other  e q u a l l y  eminent mathematicians cons ider  i t  

t o  be one of man's g r e a t e s t  concepts .  To most people it is  an enigma. 

Although l o g i c a l l y  and mathematical ly  we can s u s t a i n  i t ,  'common 

s e n s e '  t e l l s  us t h a t  t ime,  a man-made dimension, cannot  depend on 

re l a  t i v e  motion. 

I n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  r e c e n t  i s s u e s  of SPECTROSCOPY LETTERS w e  have 

publ ished a r t i c l e s  which cha l lenge  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  S p e c i a l  Case 

(we have r e j e c t e d  many o t h e r s  submit ted by a v i r i l e  group of non- 

believers). 

'The r e a c t i o n  has  been s u r p r i s i n g .  We have rece ived  many personal  

and even anonymous l e t t e r s  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  some applauded t h e s e  pub- 

l i c a t i o n s ,  but  t h e  m a j o r i t y  were scandal ized  a t  t h e  e f f r o n t e r y  of 

cha l lenging  t h i s  theory.  None h a s  submit ted an a r t i c l e  i n  r e b u t t a l .  

The emotional  c o n t e n t  was high i n  a l l  c a s e s .  

The t r u t h  needs no s t u d y  and f e a r s  no q u e s t i o n i n g  o r  cha l lenges  

from d i s b e l i e v e r s .  I f  they  a r e  i n c o r r e c t ,  t h e  weakness of t h e i r  

p o s i t i o n  w i l l  be revea led  and they too  w i l l  become b e l i e v e r s .  I f  

they a r e  c o r r e c t ,  then by a l l  means l e t  us  hear  from them. 

O f  a l l  man's endeavors ,  s c i e n c e  i s  t h e  one f i e l d  where emotion 

must not  be allowed t o  sway our  judgment. It i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  

S p e c i a l  Case h a s  not  become s o  holy t h a t  a l l  q u e s t i o n i n g  must be 

s i l e n c e d .  

3 .  W .  Robinson 
EDITOR 
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